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Plan for health – ask your vet for a veterinary health plan

Sheep Parasite Control Planner

Why should you have a PCP?

How do we complete and use a PCP?

When is it best to have a PCP?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Developed by:
Prof Mike Taylor BVMS PhD DipEVPC DipECRSHM Cbiol MRCVS MRSB
Dr Phil Scott BVM&S DVM&S DipECBHM Cert CHP DSHP FRCVS
Mike Howe MRCVS – NADIS

Delivered by:
Vets in practice to their own clients

Delivered to:
All sheep clients - from commercial or pedigree flocks to smallholders
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Why have a Veterinary Parasite Control Planner?
Benefits to having a farm and flock specific PCP:

• Initiate discussion between vet and farmer
• Interactive approach to parasite control

• Identify weaknesses in your current approach to parasite control 
• Plan improvements specific to your flock

• Improve the health of your flock
• Correct parasite control may reduce other flock health issues

• Improve the productivity of your flock
• Fertility
• Slaughter weights and time

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenting vet can talk in as much/little detail about each point.  Involve the audience, make it interactive. 

Initiate discussion between vet and farmer
Share advice and experience on parasite control with each other
Enhance vet knowledge of your farm and flock
Provide you with greater understanding of the parasites affecting your flock

Identify weaknesses in your current approach to parasite control 
Plan improvements specific to your flock


Improve the health of your flock
Correct parasite control may reduce other flock health issues and the associated treatments and losses through deaths or culling

Improve the productivity of your flock
May improve flock fertility 
May improve slaughter weights and reduce time to slaughter
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Why have a Veterinary Parasite Control Planner?
• Reduce losses due to parasitic disease

• Deaths and culls

• Identify the presence of resistance or lack of efficacy of products
• Tailored treatments

• Identify the correct timing and product for treatment
• Reduced use
• Time saved

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenting vet can talk in as much/little detail about each point.  Involve the audience, make it interactive.  

Reduce losses due to parasitic disease
Direct losses from parasitic disease, as well as diseases associated with a high parasite burden

Identify the presence of resistance or lack of efficacy of products
Allows parasite control for the flock to be tailored accordingly
Allows for the selection of effective products
May improve flock health and productivity through more appropriate product use

Identify the correct timing and product for treatment
May reduce use of worming products or change the choice of product which may have a financial saving
Labour savings if flock wormed less frequently
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What is a 
Veterinary 

Parasite 
Control 

Planner?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A visual guide to parasite control for your flock
Presented as a circular calendar
Highlights typical high risk periods for significant parasites 

Easy to use and encourages farmer/vet discussion and engagement
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What is a 
Veterinary 

Parasite 
Control 

Planner?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Annotated jointly by yourself and your vet to detail actions specific to your flock

A visual reminder of when to be alert to specific diseases and the timings of advised treatments and planned monitoring

Can be displayed on the office or shed wall as an easy to read reference
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What is covered by a Parasite Control Planner?
• Endoparasites and ectoparasites

• Pasture Management

• Monitoring 
• Parasite forecasts – www.nadis.org.uk and www.scops.co.uk

• Treatment strategies
• Strategic dosing 
• Targeted dosing

• Control
• Treatment and Prevention
• Product choice and timing

• Biosecurity
• Quarantine treatments and monitoring for disease (PGE, fluke, scab, 

CODD, CLA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenting vet can talk in as much/little detail about each point.  Involve the audience, make it interactive.  Alternatively can hide the slide.

Endoparasites:
PGE (Gut Worms)
Teladorsagia (ostertagia), Trichostrongulus, Nematodirus
Liver fluke
Acute and chronic fluke
Coccidiosis

Ectoparasites:
Scab
Blowfly
Lice
Ticks and Keds

Pasture Management
Safe and contaminated grazing

Monitoring 
Parasite forecasts – www.nadis.org.uk
Weighing and FEC’s

Treatment strategies
Strategic dosing – decision based on weather and conditions.  Alerts from Parasite forecasts
Targeted dosing – based on monitored weight gains and FEC’s

Control, Treatment and Prevention
            Product choice and timing
Vet selection of correct product with sufficient duration of action against the targeted parasite
Vet advice on the correct time to treat
Treatment advice
Dose accurately based on weights and use calibrated dosing equipment 

Biosecurity
Quarantine treatments and monitoring for disease (PGE, fluke, scab, CODD, CLA)




http://www.nadis.org.uk/
http://www.scops.co.uk/
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How to use a Parasite Control Planner:
• Joint exercise between farmer and vet
• Annotate the circle planner with stickers provided

Follow our 
example 
flock……
….The 

‘NADIS’ flock

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have copies of PCP in the audience for reference.

Stickers highlight:
Management for the year
Availability of safe grazing (PGE and fluke)
Timing and product to be used for strategic worming
Timing of FEC’s and weight checks
Advised products to use if monitoring shows need to treat
Advised action to take if suspect disease
Advised treatment protocols to follow if necessary
Advised preventative treatment protocols to follow
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200 ewe 
lowland flock 

lambing 
February/ 

March

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

The ‘NADIS’ flock:
200 ewe lowland flock lambing February/March

Action note:
Add management details to planner
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PGE:
Limited 

availability of 
safe grazing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

The ‘NADIS’ flock:
Limited availability of safe grazing for PGE

Action note:
Designate monthly grazing contamination risk
Consider post parturient egg rise 
Aim for clean pasture availability at strategic times - weaning
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How to use a Parasite Control Planner:

• The NADIS Nematodirus forecast gives a 
specific risk for farm location

• We will send you monthly email alerts, 
focussing on Nematodirus during the risk 
period 

• We can then advise on when to treat and 
which product to use for Nematodirus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vet can elaborate on NADIS parasite forecast and how the practice is providing this service to clients

The NADIS Nematodirus forecast gives a specific risk for farm location

We will send you monthly email alerts, focussing on Nematodirus during the risk period 

This forecast is based on detailed Met office data for 190 square grid (40sq km each) of the UK

Vet can then advise on when to treat and which product to use for Nematodirus
A repeat treatment 2 weeks later may be advised as the prepatent period is 14-16 days






Plan for health – ask your vet for a veterinary health plan

Nematodirus:
If late cold spring -

high Nematodirus risk 
when lambs are grazing

Add product label

Add treatment labels 
(repeat treatment 2 weeks later)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

The ‘NADIS’ flock:
Late cold Spring – high Nematodirus risk when lambs are grazing

Action note:
Identify strategic worming product in action box
This can be done during discussion with a vet at any time of year
Add product stickers to planner at advised time for doses
This can be done once NADIS forecast is available
Repeat treatment 2 weeks later (prepatent period is 14-16 days)
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Lambs
PGE:

Targeted worm 
control approach for 

the rest of the grazing 
season

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

The ‘NADIS’ flock:
Targeted worm control approach for the rest of the grazing season

Action note:
Weigh and carry out FEC’s 3-4 weekly during risk period
Worm if FEC >500epg or weights suboptimal
Vet selects wormer group to use – identify in appropriate action box
Vet annotates circle planner with timings of FEC’s and weighing
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Adults
PGE:

Ewes:  Carry out FEC’s 
periodically

Rams:  Carry out 
FEC’s periodically and 

assess BCS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

The ‘NADIS’ flock:
Ewes – carry out FECs periodically
Rams – carry out FECs periodically and assess BCS
 
Action note:
Ewes:  Carry out FEC’s periodically
Worm if FEC >500epg 
Vet selects wormer group to use – identify in appropriate action box
Vet annotates circle planner with timings of FEC’s 
For treatments at lambing:  consider the post parturient egg rise and therefore timing of treatment and duration of action of product selected 
Rams:  Carry out FEC’s periodically and assess BCS
Worm if FEC >500epg 
Vet selects wormer group to use – identify in appropriate action box
Vet annotates circle planner with timings of FEC’s 
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How to use a Parasite Control Planner:

• The NADIS Fluke forecast gives a specific risk 
for fluke development on your farm, based on 
local weather conditions

• We will send you monthly email alerts, 
focussing on fluke during the risk period 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vet can elaborate on NADIS parasite forecast and how the practice is providing this service to clients

The NADIS Fluke forecast gives a specific risk for fluke development on your farm, based on local weather conditions

We will send you monthly email alerts, focussing on fluke during the risk period 

This forecast is based on detailed Met office data for 190 square grid (40sq km each) of the UK





Plan for health – ask your vet for a veterinary health plan

Acute Fluke:
Wet summer – high 
risk for Acute Fluke

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

The ‘NADIS’ flock:
Wet, warm summer – higher fluke risk

Action note:
Designate monthly grazing contamination risk
Consider field history and drainage 
Aim for clean pasture availability at high risk periods
Identify Acute fluke treatment in action box
Add product stickers to planner at advised time for doses
This can be done once NADIS forecast is available
Second dose may be necessary
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Chronic 
Fluke:

Targeted treatment 
approach for chronic 

fluke

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

The ‘NADIS’ flock:
Targeted treatment approach for chronic fluke

Action note:
Carry out FEC’s periodically during risk period
Treat if 1 or more eggs present
Vet selects treatment to use – identify in appropriate action box
Vet annotates circle planner with timings of FEC’s 
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Blowfly:
Blowfly prevention 

protocol followed and 
sheep checked daily

Add product label

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)
The ‘NADIS’ flock:
Blowfly prevention protocol followed and sheep checked daily

Action note:
Identify preventative treatment in action box
Consider duration of protection
Add product stickers to planner at advised time for treatment
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Scab:
Sheep checked 

regularly, if scab 
suspected investigate 
to confirm diagnosis.

Scab is confirmed.

Add Treatment label
(Consider timing of repeat treatments)  

Add product label

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can make this interactive and adapt example to typical local flock (although next slide follows our example)

The ‘NADIS’ flock:
Sheep checked regularly, if scab suspected investigate to confirm diagnosis. Scab is confirmed

Action note:
Identify treatment in action box
Consider number of treatments necessary and the interval between treatments
Add product stickers to planner at advised times for treatment
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How to use 
a Parasite 
Control 
Planner:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The parasite control planner for the ‘NADIS’ flock can be placed on a wall for easy reference by all staff

It should be regarded as a work in progress with additions made as situations change
Parasite forecasts
Change to grazing land
Disease diagnosed
Biosecurity is compromised
Change to flock management
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Why have a Veterinary Parasite Control Planner?
• Proactive rather than reactive

• Improve the health and productivity of your flock

• Improve your returns

• Save money and time

• Have a better working relationship with your vet

• Visual reference for everyone to see

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proactive rather than reactive
            Become more aware of how to control parasites in your flock	
Involves planning ahead and foreseeing potential problems

Improve the health and productivity of your flock

Improve your returns

Save money and time

Have a better working relationship with your vet
         Everyone is prepared for upcoming actions and treatments
         Visual reference for everyone to see
         Farmer is more aware of how to control parasites in the flock
          Vet is more aware of the individual farm situation

Visual reference for everyone to see
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When to have a Parasite Control Planner
• In advance of high risk periods for significant parasites

• Prevention is better than cure!

• During flock health planning discussions
• In response to a high risk alert from NADIS parasite forecast
• As a consequence of a disease outbreak and the wish to avoid a 

repeat scenario
• At a convenient time for you!

• Please register your interest today or speak to a vet for further 
information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opportunity for vet to say how the practice would like to deliver the service and the costs etc



www.nadis.org.uk
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